
  

 

 

KERALA, OOTY, MYSORE, 

DELHI & TAJ MAHAL 

KATHMANDU - NEPAL 

26 February 2020  

15 or 1 8 Nights



Lƴ ŀ ƭŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǾŜǊ ƻƴŜ ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ ȅƻǳΩŘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ŀƴȅ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ ²ŜƭƭΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ over-
crowded cities, you wonder where everyone actually lives. Yet, there are places so remote, you can see the stars right 
across the sky, hear the wind gently rustling the leaves, glimpse some of the exotic wild-life and for hours on end, see 
nobody other than your fellow travellers. Few countries on earth offer so much diversity of culture, weather, climate, 
geography, language, food and wealth (and poverty) as India 
 

.  
  Join Alan & Ann Couser at the Taj Mahal 

 
In 2018, Acetours hosted its first ever tour to India and it was 
ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ ²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀƴȅ ǘƛƎŜǊǎΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ! 
It appears we were unlucky, as many of those we met had 
numerous encounters. What we did manage to experience 
were marvelous temples and forts, the clamour and vibrancy 
of the cities, the villages that rest firmly in biblical times, the 
chaos that purports to be traffic, the exotic food and the 
friendliness of every person we encountered.  The most 
abiding memory is of the vibrant colours and beautiful smiles. 
At no time did we feel threatened or uncomfortable. In fact, 
we were so much at ease and relaxed, it was simply a 
pleasure. We were amongst friends. 
 
 

Now we plan to return, with a brand-new itinerary, featuring 
some of the most beautiful parts of India. Of course, there is 
a visit to the Taj Mahal, for those for whom it would not be 
India without seeiƴƎ ƛǘΦ 9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƻǊ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ-
second visit, you will never cease to be amazed at its serenity 
and structure. hƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ 
local agents, Orange Travel, who looked after us so well and 
will extend the same courteous service as before. 
 

 
 
We will fly with our favourite airline, Emirates, who offer a 
quality service and excellent flight times. There will be an 
opportunity to upgrade to business class, or possibly their 
ƴŜǿ άtǊŜƳƛǳƳ 9ŎƻƴƻƳȅέ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ 
departure.  
 
So, come and join us on this wonderful adventure. Let your 
senses be aroused and your minds be stimulated. This is a 
holiday you will not forget! 



 
 
We start off in the south of the sub-continent, in Kerala, in 
the vibrant city of Kochi (Cochin). Called the Queen of the 
Arabian Sea, Kochi was an important spice trading centre on 
the west coast of India from the 14th century onward and 
maintained a trade network with Arab merchants from the 
pre-Islamic era. Occupied by the Portuguese in 1503, Kochi 
was the first of the European colonies in colonial India. Our 
visit includes a tour to the back-waters and a short cruise, 
before returning to Kochi, where we have some free time to 
relax and explore this fascinating city on our own. Of course, 
our hosts will be on hand to guide and assist, if necessary. 
 

²Ŝ ǘƘŜƴ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ƻƴΣ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƴƻǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άǘƻȅ 
ǘǊŀƛƴέ ǳǇ ǘƻ hƻǘȅΣ ŀ ƘƛƭƭǘƻǇ ǘƻǿƴ ƳŀŘŜ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ōȅ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ 
residents in the time of the Raj. There is time to explore and 
relax in Ooty, where it is considerably cooler than in the flat-
lands below. TƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜΣ ŀǎ ǿŜ 
continue our northbound journey to the Bandipur National 
tŀǊƪΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ 
wildlife; we may even spot a tiger and are likely to see 
elephants and many other exotic animals. This park is rated 
as one of the best in India, in an area with the highest density 
of tigers. Our visit here includes two safari drives and is on a 
full-board basis. 

The road leads us on ǘƻ aȅǎƻǊŜΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƧŜǿŜƭǎΤ ŀ Ŏƛǘȅ 
of magnificent palaces and temples, serene lakes and 
gardens, and brimming with culture and life. You are sure to 
be enchanted by this beautiful city but we must move on, all 
too soon, this time to Bangalore and our evening flight to 
Delhi, where we will be met and transferred to our hotel. 
 

 
 
There is no city in the world like Delhi, simply none. Here 
abject poverty meets splendid wealth, open spaces and parks 
ǾƛŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƭǳƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎǊŜǇƛǘ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΦ .ǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǳǇǎŜǘ ƻǊ 
put off; you will receive a fabulous welcome from one and all 
in this cauldron of life. Expect to see cows walking around, 
unhindered and unrestrained. Be amazed at the bright smiles 
of those who have absolutely nothing, other than the sun on 
their back. Enjoy the smells, good and bad. The heady mix is 
so strong you can feel it in your bones and in your heart. 
Nobody who visits Delhi leaves without being amazed; that 
much we promise you.  
 
Most tourists then head off on a two-day visit to Agra, 
moving to yet another hotel. This time however, we have 
chosen to take you on the Taj Express, meaning you can visit 
both the Red Fort and the Taj Mahal, without having to pack 
and unpack yet again. This is a full day out and you will come 
home exhausted but full of wonderful memories. 
 
bƻǿΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΦ Join us on a fabulous trip to 
Nepal for a few days or go home! For those who have had 
ŜƴƻǳƎƘΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ƻŦŦ ōǳǘ ŦƻǊ 
those up for some more spectacular adventure, the best is 
yet to come. We take a flight to Kathmandu, capital of Nepal, 
on the roof of the world, high in the Himalayas. We have 
three days and nights here, plenty of time to visit the most 
famous sights and to relax and enjoy the pure high-mountain 
air.  There are a host of excursions; you may even wish to 
take a one-hour scenic flight, where you get to see up to 
ǘǿŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
mother of them all, Everest. (Note: This excursion will be 
subject to weather restrictions on the day). 
Our homebound flight departs from Kathmandu, straight to 
Duōŀƛ ŀƴŘ ƻƴǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ 5ǳōƭƛƴΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ŦŜǿ Řŀȅǎ ǘƻ 
ǎǇŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƭŜŦǘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŀƭƭŜǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ 
visited the amazing UAE, why not add a three-night stopover 
in Dubai. Get a bit of extra sunshine before you head home! 
 

  

Kerala / Cochin 

Bandipur, Mysore, Bangalore 

Delhi / Agra 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portuguese_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colonial_India


PROPOSED ITINERARY 
DAY 1:  Wed. 26 February 2020 
FLY DUBLIN-DUBAI-DELHI 
Emirates flights EK164 and EK530 
Depart Dublin  12.55pm 
Arrive Dubai  00.30am 
Depart Dubai  02.35am 
Arrive Kochi  7.55am 

 
DAY 2: Thur. 27 February 2020 
ARRIVAL KOCHI AIRPORT 
DRIVE TO KUMARAKOM - (70 KMS / 02 HRS) 
Although this is a day to relax after your journey, get set for your 
exotic odyssey  through Kerala ς The Gods Own Country. This green 
ƘŀǾŜƴ ǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ aŀƭŀōŀǊ /ƻŀǎǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŎŜ ŀ ƪŜȅ ƧŜǿŜƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
historic Spice Route. You will touch base at Cochin, the coveted land 
which lured invaders and traders from far and wide. 
 
In Kerala you will trace a blend of Portuguese, Dutch, British, 
Chinese and Arab imprints in the heritage townships. Contemporary 
YŜǊŀƭŀΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ Ŧƛnd has a heady rhythm. Exotic sunsets cradled in the 
Arabian Sea horizon, crisp white sandy beaches, and a cultural 
starburst. You will get to form beautiful polaroid frames in your 
mind of heritage architecture and calming backwater trails. 
 
Kerala is cushioned on one side by the great Arabian Sea and on the 
other side by peaceful backwater, a unique trail of lakes, lagoons, 
rivers and canals. These water bodies both connect and divide the 
villages and farmland situated here.  
 
Today, after arrival at Cochin airport, you will drive to Kumarakom 
(approx. 2 hours) and check in at hotel. Probable arrival time around 
noon. Remainder of the day free at leisure.   
 
Dinner and overnight at Hotel. 
 

DAY 3: Fri. 28 February 2020 
IN KUMARAKOM 
Morning free at leisure.  Later board your traditional houseboat. 
Enjoy a unique experience floating through the natural and man-
made channels that form the complex backwaters of Kerala. 
Observe the village life, the scenic paddy fields and let the gentle 
sway of the water channel lull your senses. Lunch will be served on 
board. After having tea / coffee, disembark from Houseboat and 
return to your resort.   
Dinner and overnight at Hotel. 
 
 
 
 

DAY 4:  Sat. 29 February 2020 
KUARAKOM ς COCHIN - (50 KMS / 1.5 HRS) 
Morning free at leisure. You may go for a village walk or visit the bird 
ǎŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ ƻǊ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀ ǘǊƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƳŜƴΩǎ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΦ   
After lunch (not included), drive to Cochin and check in to your 
hotel.  
In the evening today, we will proceed to a local theatre, known as a 
Greenix, which showcases the various performing arts of Kerala. This 
traditional dance form originated in Kerala and is notable for its 
elaborate costumes, detailed gestures and incredible make-up.     
Dinner and overnight at Hotel. 
 

DAY 5:  Sun. 01 March 2020 
IN COCHIN 
Start the tour today armed with a sunhat and your wanderlust 
ǎƘƻŜǎΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǎǇǊŀǿƭƛƴƎ ǘƻǿƴǎƘƛǇǎ ƻŦ aŀǘǘŀƴŎƘŜǊǊȅ ŀƴŘ CƻǊǘ 
Cochin. First visit the Dutch Palace at Mattancherry and then head 
towards the Jewish Quarter. The quaint and charming streets in this 
town house antique boutiques and pretty architecture. The visit 
ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ until you explore the Spice Market. In bygone 
eras, business was done through the value of Black Gold (Black 
pepper). The heady scent of spice follows you like an aura through 
the streets. 
 
In Fort Cochin, you will see footprints of the Portuguese, Dutch and 
British settlements. The tour will visit St Francis Church, the original 
burial site of explorer Vasco De Gama; Santa Cruz Basilica, one of the 
oldest churches in India. Explore on your own the popular local 
haunts at Princess Street and Loafers Corner.  Fort Cochin is also 
home to the Chinese Fishing nets, one of the most iconic sights of 
Kerala. Spend time walking at the promenade as sun sets on the 
marina. 
 
Dinner and overnight at Hotel. 
 

DAY 6: Mon. 02 March 2020 
COCHIN ς OOTY - (325 KMS / 07 HRS) 
Today, we head towards Ooty ς The scenic hill station of Tamil Nadu. 
Located in the Nilgiris mountain range, Ooty was home to the local 
British population during the hot summer months. We travel by bus 
to Coonoor, where we board the famous Nilgiri mountain train (toy 
train) which will take us up to Ooty.   
Train: ONR UAM PASSR. 
Departure Coonoor: 1600 HRS  
Arrival Cochin: 1715 hrs (possibly!) 
Upon arrival, we will be met by our hosts at the railway station and 
transferred to the Hotel.   Dinner and overnight at Hotel. 
 



DAY 7: Tue. 03 March 2020 
IN OOTY 
Today explore the scenic points in Ooty.  
The weather is quite pleasant at a mean of 15-20°C around the year, 
dropping to lows of 0°C during winter. In Feb/Mar it will be pleasant 
by day and cool by night. The landscape is marked by rolling hills 
covered with dense vegetation, smaller hills and plateaux covered 
with tea gardens, and eucalyptus trees.  
Dinner and overnight at Hotel. 
 

DAY 8: Wed. 04 March 2020 
OOTY ς BANDIPUR NATΩL PARK - (120 KMS / 2.5 HRS) 
Today, we set off on an adventure to Bandipur National Park, 
regarded as one of the most beautiful and the better-managed 
national parks of India. Located amidst the picturesque surroundings 
of the towering Western Ghat Mountains on the Mysore-Ooty 
highway in Karnataka, Bandipur National Park covers an area of 
about 874.2 sq. km. Together with Mudumalai Wildlife Sanctuary in 
Tamil Nadu, Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary in Kerala and Nagarhole 
National Park in the North, it creates India's biggest biosphere 
reserve. 
The Bandipur National Park occupies a special place in India's efforts 
towards Eco-conservation. Bandipur also has a sizable number of 
tigers, so our chances of seeing some are slightly better than 
elsewhere. .ǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŀƴƪ ƻƴ ƛǘΗ 
There are a host of other exotic wild animals to be spotted here, 
such as leopard, elephants, kingfishers, porcupines and many others, 
ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘΦ 
Lunch on arrival. In the afternoon, just enjoy the activities at resort.  
Dinner and overnight at Hotel. 
 

 
 
DAY 9: Thur. 05 March 2020 
IN BANDIPUR 
Morning and afternoon game drives in Bandipur national park. This 
will involve a VERY early start, possibly 4.00am and then back for 
breakfast. Relax during the morning and then, ŀŦǘŜǊ ƭǳƴŎƘΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƻŦŦ 
again. 
It is imperative that you wear khaki or dull coloured clothing, as 
bright or fluorescent will most surely scare off any wildlife. 
Breakfast. Lunch and Dinner will be served at Hotel.  
Overnight at Hotel. 

DAY 10: Fri. 06 March 2020 
BANDIPUR ς MYSORE - (100 KMS / 03 HRS) 
Today, drive to Mysore, ǘƘŜ ΨŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƻŦ YŀǊƴŀǘŀƪŀΩ. This is a 
destination that blends lush greenery and scenic beauty with 
historical monuments. Magnificent palaces, serene lakes and 
gardens, dams, interesting museums and ancient temples make 
Mysore a place for all. The grandeur of palaces and tranquil nature 
in Mysore is sure to leave you enchanted. 
Lunch on arrival.  
Visit Mysore palace.  
Dinner and overnight at Hotel. 
 

DAY 11: Sat. 07 March 2020 
IN MYSORE 
We take an excursion to Somnathpur in the district of Mysore in 
Karnataka, India.  This little town is located at a distance of 35 
kilometres from the city of Mysore and is home to the famous 
Chennakeshava Temple built in soapstone by the Hoysala 
commander, Somnath, in 1268 AD, a living example of the heritage 
and culture of the Hoysala Empire.  A monumental beauty, the 
architectural design of this temple attracts people from all over the 
world.  Visit Brindavan gardens and Chamundeshwari temple as 
well. Dinner and overnight at Hotel. 
 

DAY 12: Sun. 08th March 2020 
MYSORE ς BANGALORE & FLIGHT TO DELHI  
Drive to Bangalore and en-route visit Srirangapatna, the historic 
capital of Tippu Sultan, famed for his brave struggle against the 
British and his father Hyder Ali. Known for its cultural, religious and 
historical significance, this town was named after its extremely 
popular Ranganathaswamy temple. There will be time for lunch (not 
included)., followed by a short orientation tour of Bangalore and 
then off to the airport, for our flight to Delhi.  
Flight: AI 503 (Probably) 
Departure Bangalore: 1700 hrs  -  Arrival Delhi: 1945 hrs 
We will be met at New Delhi airport and transferred to our hotel.   
Dinner and overnight at Hotel. 
 

DAY 13: Mon. 09 March 2020 
IN DELHI 
Morning free at leisure and to relax.  
²ŜΩƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǘƻǳǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ /ƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴΦ .ƻŀǊŘ ƳŜǘǊƻ 
and reach Chandni Chowk, where you can immerse yourself in all 
the sounds, colours, and scents of old India as we introduce you to 
several key spots in the heritage of this historic city τ such as the 
old quarter, where we can walk through the bustling streets of 
/ƘŀƴŘƴƛ /ƘƻǿƪΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ƳŀǊƪŜǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƻǿƴΦ !ƴŘΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ 
via rickshaw to Jama Masjid, India's largest mosque. (What a ride!) 
Later, we continue on to New Delhi, where the wide streets and 
colonial architecture offer a sharp contrast to the old city and reflect 
the legacy the British left behind. Architect Edwin Lutyens carefully 
planned this area which became the political center of India when 
the British moved the capital from Calcutta to Delhi in 1911. We 
stop for a photo opportunity at India Gate, the war memorial to 
Indian and British soldiers, Parliament House, and the Presidential 
Palace. 
 
(Beware, there will be a lot of walking today but, at a leisurely pace 
with lots of stops. Wear really comfortable shoes and light clothes) 
 
Dinner and overnight at Hotel. 

 
 


